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Richie Cole is a master of the sax, a brilliant arranger and 

composer, an educator, and founder/director of The Alto Madness 

Orchestra .  He was awarded a scholarship to Berklee College of 

Music in 1966 and went on to become lead sax with Buddy Rich, 

Lionel Hampton and Doc Severinsen over several years. In 1975 

Richie teamed up with the jazz great Eddie Jefferson and together 

they toured world wide.

With more than 3,000 compositions and arrangements to his 

credit today, Richie Cole created T he Alto Madness Orchestra in 

the early 1990's to feature seven instruments 

- a rhythm section with four horns -

Cole has built his arrangements with this group in mind to 

allow more room for improvisation than in a traditional eighteen -

piece big band (as if in a quartet setting), yet it achieves

òthat BIG BAND soundó.

Over forty years in the music industry and Richie Cole still 
receives rave reviews:

òRichie Cole constantly shows that there is life, humor and 
creativity found in classic bebopó.

òJazz is a Show and Richie Cole brings the audience into the music 
that is Americaó.

Richie Coleé a Jazz Legend
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òRichie Cole is the last of 

a breed ñA fast and 

competitive musical 

gunslinger acquiring 

legendary status for his 

willingness to 

demonstrate his 

command of Charlie 

Parker's bebop language 

by taking on all comers at 

any speedsé ò
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Cole has performed with 
Manhattan Transfer, Bobby 
Entiquez, Freddie Hubbard, 
Sonny Stitt, Boots Randolph and 
Nancy Wilson to name just a few.

Coleõs knowledge is revered in 
Master Classes at Universities 
and Colleges, and The Alto 
Madness Orchestra course has 
entered is sixth year at the 
University of Madrid in Spain.

Richie Cole has performed all 
over the world and has recorded 
more than 50 albums.  He is 
heralded by critics and fans 
wherever he goes, and draws a 
crowd whenever he performs.



The Alto Madness Orchestra setup is as follows:

Typical Setlist:

2 hour concerts of exciting Bebop Jazz

Featuring selections of Richie Cole compositions along with his 

arrangements of standards of Charlie Parker and other great 

Bebop/Swing/Jazz composers 

Basic Requirements - Alto Madness Orchestra 7/8 Piece

1 Guitar Amp

1 Keyboard Amp

1 Bass Amp

1 Drum Set -

4 Boom Instrument Mics

2 Monitors

1 Boom Vocal Mic

Richie Cole
Live Performances 

& Studio Sessions
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* Richie Cole also performs solo or with a quartet 



Guest Performance with the Jazz Ensemble Included are:

Rehearsal with Jazz Band

One-on-One Session with the Students

Interactive Forum for Students or Professionals
Full Big Band Arrangements, both standards and Richie Cole original

Alto Madness Orchestra Arrangements Including 4 horn parts

Also Sax, Tenor Sax, Trumpet and Trombone & Rhythm 

Original Richie Cole Compositions and Arrangements

- Haroldõs House of Jazz

- Trenton Style

- New York Style

- D.C. Farewell

Ensemble Development 

Analysis of horn and rhythm section & dynamics and supporting ensemble

Hands -on Improvisation Class
- Theory and applied techniques

- Student participation

- Jr, High School, High School and College Level

- Community Big Bands

Workshop ðòItõs Only Music, Letõs Play!ó Included are:

- Applied Improvisation

- Scale and Chord Examination

- Modality/Tonality Explanations Related to Progressions

- Patterns of Music Including Scale, Rhythm and Modulation

- Embouchure & Alternate Fingerings for Saxophone Students

- Audio Listening With Richie Cole Recordings

- Professional Background/Industry Experience

Richie Cole
Jazz  Educational  
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For more information please visit the following 

website:

www.AltoMadnessMusic.com

For Artist Management and Booking:

Central/Western US and International

Visit: www.Musication.com

Email: Musication@earthlink.net

Phone: (913) 649 -3766 or (913) 269 -0143

Eastern US

Visit: www.IonianProductions.com

Email: admin@IonianProductions.com

Phone: (609) 468 -3954
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